Arrow of Light Ceremony

Including Crossover
Inspired by the AoL Ceremony Published by Boy Scout Trail

http://www.boyscouttrail.com/content/ceremony/ceremony-1264.asp

Required: 

· Three (3) ceremony tables - one for awards, pins, arrows, and plaques, one for AoL and one for Boy Scouts
· One (1) taper candle for each Webelos receiving the Arrow of Light Award

· Two (2) ceremonial pieces for holding the candles – one for AoL and one for Boy Scouts
· One (1) Large AoL cardboard sign
· One (1) Large BSA logo cardboard sign

· One (1) crossover bridge

Participants: 
· Cubmaster
· Assistant Cubmaster
· Webelos Leader
· Webelos Den Chief

· Scoutmaster, Troop Representatives
· AoL recipients and their parents
Setup

Place the AoL ceremony table on one end of the stage and the Boy Scout ceremony table on the far opposite end of the stage. The crossover bridge will be center stage and the third table for awards will be placed in location behind the Cubmaster. The candles need to start in the AoL ceremonial piece. The AoL sign needs to be affixed to the AoL ceremonial piece and the BSA sign affixed to the Boy Scout ceremonial piece.
Script

At the opening of the ceremony, the Cubmaster and Assistant Cubmaster are on one end of the stage with the AoL ceremony table and the Scoutmaster and troop representation are at the opposite end of the stage with the Boy Scout ceremony table. The Cubmaster individually summons the Webelos recipients and their parents to approach the stage and stand behind the AoL ceremonial piece.

(once the Scouts are on stage…) 

As a Cub Scout and Webelos Scout, you have been guided through the Cub Scout Trail with the help of many Akelas. Soon, you will be leaving the ranks of Cub Scouts and venturing into a new chapter in your life. The path you choose will be your own, but what you have learned and experienced as a Cub Scout and Webelos Scout will go with you no matter which path you choose. 

Some of you have already decided to continue into Boy Scouts. This is big step, but very a worthy and honorable decision. Keep in mind you will not be alone in this decision. There are many people including your parents, your Scoutmaster and fellow scouts who will be there to help you be a successful scout and to support and guide you to the rank of Eagle.


As I call out your name to receive the prestigious Arrow of Light, I need you and your family to step forward and light one of the candles in front of you. The candle will represent the spirit of Cub Scouting – all your memories, friendships, and experiences as a Cub Scout and Webelos Scout. It will remind you to always do your best, to do your duty to God and country, and to help other people. 

(Call out each AoL recipient name) - you have been called before the Pack because you have satisfied the requirements for Cub Scouting's highest rank: The Arrow of Light. Please light a candle.

(Repeat as necessary)

Now, as a group, please raise your right hand proudly showing the Cub Scout sign. I will affirm your acceptance of the Arrow of Light. Please respond with “We do” after each of the following questions.
Webelos, do you promise to fulfill the Cub Scout Promise and the Cub Scout motto when you receive the Arrow of Light badge? 

(Webelos Scouts answer, 'We do'.). 

You have faithfully promised always to keep the spirit of Cub Scouting. 
The Arrow of Light has an honored place. Its shaft is straight and narrow - just as is the path that you Scouts should follow throughout your life. Its tip points the way - the way to success in all that you do. It is pointing to the right - symbolizing that nothing should be left undone. If it is within your power to do it, see that it is done. And lastly, the symbol contains seven rays of the sun, one for each day of the week. This is to remind you that every day is a new day - a day to Do Your Best in everything. 

Each of you has blazed his own trail toward the Arrow of Light award, and now the Arrow of Light will help you remember your promise to keep the Spirit of Cub Scouting alive. Do you promise to let its light shine forth from you, to set an example for others to follow in your footsteps, to always be determined to do your best and never waiver? 

(Webelos Scouts answer, 'We do'.). 

I now have the distinct honor to present you with the Arrow of Light! 

(Assistant Cubmaster hands the parents the Arrow of Light awards and asks them to pin them upon the boys). 

You may wear the Arrow of Light on your Scout uniform, centered below the left shirt pocket. 
(Motion all leaders to come to the stage) 


(Assistant Cubmaster hands the Webelos the Arrow of Light pins and asks them to pin them upon the parent). 


Next, we ask the Webelos to pin upon their mom or dad a symbolic Arrow of Light pin. 


Let me be the first to greet you as an Arrow of Light recipient.

(Have all leaders also shake their hands) 


Audience, please give these young scouts a big round of applause for their accomplishment earning the Arrow of Light.

(Big round of audience applause led by the Cubmaster) 
(Ask those scouts crossing over to Boy Scouts to remain on the stage)
Crossover Ceremony
The Webelos before you have decided to crossover into Boy Scouts. Boy Scouts will be a brand new adventure for all of you. You will learn new responsibilities, you will acquire new skills, you will discover new interests and talents, and you will learn how to be a good leader, but most important you will learn to make good decisions and to be Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent.
Webelos, each of you must now prepare to no longer be known as a Webelos Scout, but as a Boy Scout. 
It will be up to you to live up to the 12 points of the Scout Law. Daily you will be faced with decisions and, at times, the trail will seem most difficult to follow. Make your choices by always remembering the Scout Law. 

Please respond with “We do” following this affirmation:
Scouts, in all you do, do you promise to be forever Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent? 

(Webelos answer, 'We do'.) 

Webelos, when I will call your name, step forward and retrieve your candle. You and your family will cross the bridge to be received into Boy Scouts. Once you arrive, stand with your family carefully holding your candle. Your troop will affirm you as a Boy Scout by asking you to recite the Boy Scout Oath, then asking you to firmly rest your candle into the ceremony piece as you recite the Scout Law. 
(Cubmaster standing by the entrance to the bridge, calls each Webelos by name, and shakes their hands as they cross.)


>>>> Ceremony transfers to Scoutmaster who leads the rest of the ceremony <<<<
(Once all scouts have crossed over, the Scoutmaster leads the scout in the Scout Oath. The Scoutmaster will then ask each scout to recite a portion of the Scout Law then place his candle in the ceremonial piece. Scout Law queue-cards will be provided for each scout prior to the start of the AoL ceremony.)
Parents, please remove your scout’s neckerchief, Webelos colors, and blue epaulets from his uniform.

(Wait for all parents to finish then have a Boy Scout from the troop put new, red or green, epaulets on the scouts uniforms. Troop can also provide neckerchiefs, hats, handbooks, etc. according to troop custom.)

(Scoutmaster and the rest of the troop’s contingent quietly walk up on stage and welcome each scout and parent by shaking hands.)

(Scoutmaster turns toward the audience, welcomes the new scouts into his troop, and asks for a rousing applause from the audience. The scouts should then be dismissed from the stage and welcomed to sit with troop)
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